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10.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  OP  SICHTINO 

Pilot  sa  .•  riaoh  in  VWW,  Object  appeared  to  be 
a/c  without  tail  section.  Position  of  object 
was  5 riiles  ca:;t  of  Columbus,  Ohio  at  20,000 
ft.  Object  no’/ins  Hiast  in  opposite  direction 
of  a/c  piloted  liy  observer.  Object  sighted 
fop  1 minute  and  lost  in  sun,  Co\jld  not  re- 
locate object,  Obsorver*s  a/c  at  15>000  ft 
air  speed  225  Knots,  Assumed  object  speed  in 
excess  of  300  ITH,  Mo  sound.  Clear  sky. 
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eliminate  flashing  in  gun. 
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enit»w>)tis.  Ohio  - 22  uoeeaber  1951 


I.  oiscussioK  OF  iMCissrrr 


On  22  i^Cttnber  19S1  apnro'xL'zat«l>'  I03C  an  F-84  pilot  sighted  an 
unidentified  object  five  tiiles  east  of  Coluabus.  Ohio.  The  object,  which 
looked  like  an  aircraft  with  no  tail  surfaces,  apeeared  to  be  rolling  on  its 
lateral  axis.  Che  object  was  on  a reciprocal  heading  and  higher  than  the  F-86. 
The  pilot  cade  a turn  in  an  attenot  to  intercept  the  object  but  lost  it  in  the 
sun. 

II.  STATUS  OF  i;r/£3TIGATI0N 

o * 

At  aprroxicately  1000  bST  a weather  balloon  was  released  from  the  Columbus 
Iluniclpol  airport.  The  wind,  which  was  fron  the  west,  would  have  blovm  the 
balloon  Into  the  general  vicinity  of  the  sighting.  More  definite  informtion 
on  the  balloon  launching  has  been  requested. 

III.  co::cLioiOK3 


Ho  conclusions  can  be  cade  until  core  inforaation  on  the  balloon  launching 
Is  obtained. 
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Colunbua.  Ohio  - 22  Decenber  1951 


1.  . PgSCRIPTIOK  a?  ItrCIDSNT 

• Oq  22  Decenber  19^1  1030  the  pilot  of  exi  F>84  aircraft  observed 

an  unidentifiad  object  five  Biles  east  of  Colxuabus,  Ohio.  The  F->84  vas  fl/inf 
at  15,000  ft.  altitude  on  a beading  of  270°.  object  vas  first  sighted  at 
tvo  o’clock  high.  It  appeared  to  be  rolling  on  its  longitudinal  exis  and  the 
shape  reaeBbled  an  aircraft  vith  no  tail  surfaces.  It  vas  on  a heading  of 
about  90°. 

The  pilot  obsez*ved  the  object  for  one  and  one  half  oinuteo  during  which 
he  nado  a right  turn  in  an  attcnpt  to  intercept  and  identify  the  object.  It 
vas  lost  when  the  pilot  turned  into  the  sun  to  follow  the  object. 

II.  STATOS  OF  lrr«'ESTIGAT10N 

The  pilot  of  the  F-E4  was  interrogated  by  project  personnel.  t!o  new 
facte  %/ere  brought  out.  It  vas  established,  however,  that  the  pilot  could 
have  observed  a balloon  launened  from  Port  Columbus  Airport  at  about  1000 
EST.  The  wind  vas  30  knots  trorx  270^  which  would  place  the  balloon  in  the 
general  area  of  the  sighting.  Ihe  pilot  could  not  pinpoint  his  location 
other  than  about  five  miles  east  of  Colunbus". 

III.  COiJCLbSIONS 

The  F->84  possibly  sighted  a weather  balloon  laimcbed  from  Port 
Coltunbue  Airport.  Tne  reported  actions  cf  and  shape  of  the  object  cannot 
be  attributed  to  a ballocn,  however,  previous  reports  have  indicated  that 
a balloon  can  be  very  deceptive  when  viewed  froa  a high  speed  aircraft. 
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SUBJECT » XziforaatloD  oa  t3nopnT*ntion*l  Aircraft 


TOi  Comaadlag  General 

Air  ttateriel  Connaiid  . 

ATTHi  ¥CI3  - 

TTright-patterson  AF  Base 
Deyton,  Ohio 

1.  In  oonpllaaoe  with  Air  Defense  Coanand  Letter  200-1  dated  11 
April  1951  and  in  lieu  of  AF  Fora  112  the  following  infonaatlon  Is  sub- 
mitted i 


a«  The  object  appeared  to  be  an  airplane  of  unknown  size  with- 
out a tail  seotion  and  was  silrer  in  ooXor.  No  trail  or  exhaust  was  seen 
and  the  propulsion  systea  was  undetermined.  The  obserrer  was  flying  In 
the  opposite  direction  and  the  object  appeared  to  be  trsTelling  at  a speed 
greater  than  300  miles  per  hour.  No  sound  was  heard  and  the  object  con- 
tinued to  tumble  or  roll  until  it  was  lost  in  the  sun* 

4 

X 

b.  object  was  sighted  at  approximately, lOXE  on  22  December  1951 
and  was  obserred  for  approximately  one  (1)  minute. 

0.  The  object  was  obserred  rioually  from  the  air.  The  obserrer 
was  flying  in  an  P-d4C  ty-sa  eiroraft  at  approximately  15,000  feet  with  en 
indicated  air  speed  of  225. 

d.  The  obsex*rer  wae  approxlmanely  fire  (5)  miles  east  of  Columbus, 
Ohio  reading  west  at  an  altitude  of  15,000  feet  when  the  object  was  first 
sighted.  The  object  wae  at  two  o'clock  high  from  the  obserrer,  heading  in 
an  easterly  direction  at  an  altitude  of  at  least  20,000  feet. 

e.  The  high  degree  of  reliability  of  the  obserrer  Is  shown  in 
the  fact  that  he  la  a Jet  fighter  pilot  with  approximately  1700  flying 
hours  and  serred  a tour  of  duty  in  the  Paoifle  theatre  of  operations  dur- 
ing UTorld  War  II. 
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J*  Although  othor  tquodron  alroraft  woro  flying  in  the  loeel  eree 
I la  the  Inuedlete  area  of  the  aiPhtine. 


2.  Enelosed  with  thie  report  ie  a etatemeat  of  the  oheereer  oonoemiag 
the  sighting  of  the  objeot. 
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sTATacBn  ON  si'arriNQ 

0? 

UNCONVENTIONAL  AIRCRAFT 


At  ^proxlaat^ly  1030  hours  on  22  Dsoonhor  1951  I vias  flying 
loonlly  at  15^000  foot*  I obssrrod  sa  object  iriiiloh  appoarod  to  ba  an 
aircraft  without  a tail  section  either  tm^ling  or  rolling*  Position 
of  the  objeot  irae  about  fire  (5)  adles  east  of  ColuabuSf  Ohio  heading 
east  at  an  altitude  of  at  least  20^000  feet*  I aas  piloting  an  F-84C 
type  airoraft  in  the  opposite  direction* 


Checks  were  nade  on  Eaqr  and  Pox  ohaanels  but  all  squadron 
pilots  stated  that  they  ware  not  in  that  area  and  at  that  altitude*  The 
objeot  was  about  two  o'clock  high  to  ma«  rolling  or  tumhling  at  a high 
rate  of  roll*  I obserred  ten  or  more  rolls  in  a period  of  one  (1)  min- 
ute when  I loot  it  in  the  sun*  It  was  rolling  when  I lost  it* 


TThan  I first  sighted  it  I started  a turn  in  an  attempt  to  inter 
cept  the  objeot,  but  it  was  lost  in  the  sxui.  Further  search  failed  to 
bring  the  objeot  in  sight* 

The  speed  appeared  to  be  about  that  of  a Jet  fighter*  It  did 
not  gain  or  lose  altitude*  Then  lest  seen  it  was  heading  in  an  eaet- 
south  easterly  direction* 


TlALTHl  J.^KOST 
Captain,  USAF 
166th  Ptr-Intop  Sq 
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1.  Date  object  was  observed  _ 

2.  Time  object  was  first  seen 


22  Deoember  1951 
1030 


3.  Place  fron  which  you  observed  the  object  ~ Columbus,  Ohio 


4»  How  was  object  observed  (naked  eye,  binoctilars,  etc.) 


Eye 


3.  What  were  you  doing  when  the  object  was  first  observed? 


6.  V/hat  attracted  your  attention  to  the  object? 


Flasbl 


7.  Path  of  object, 

a.  Direction  from  which  object  a^eared  (de^eea  or  direction) 

WNW 

b.  Direction  in  which  object  disappeared  (degrees  or  direction) 


0,  Elevation  object  appeared  (degrees  above  horison 


d.  Elevation  object  disappeared  (degrees  above  horizon) 


e.  Shape  of  flight  path  of  object  (s*b:aight  and  level,  arched,  etc,) 

Straight 

f.  How  did  object  disappear  (grow  dimer,  go  out  suddenly,  etc,) 

Lost  in  sun 

S,  Length  of  time  the  object  was  observed  1 • 1 l/2  min, 

9.  Description  of  object. 

a.  How  nsny  objects  were  ssen?  One 

b.  Art’-T-jr.t  size  of  object?  7-34.  at  25..000  -*• 


( 


I 
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0.  Apparent  speed  of  object?  _ 

d.  Apparent  altitude  of  object?  At  least  _25>pQO  ft.  If  F-*84  aige 

e.  Shape  of  object?  F-84  without  

f.  Color  of  object? Silver 

g.  Did  object  perforn  any  maneuvers,  if  so  describe  Rolled  7-10  tloea 

(like  pencil  rolled) 5/aeo,  roll  or  faster. 

h.  Did  object  make  any  soxind,  if  so  describe  tione  audible 


Were  any  tails  or  trails  seen  XbM 

Drau  sketch 


Clouds, 

s.  V/ere  any  clouds  in  sl^  at  time  of  observation 

If  so,  how  nucb  of  sky  was  covered  (overcast,  scattered,  etc,  ) 
CA71J 

b.  Did  object  pass  above,  below,  or  near  any  clouds 

c.  Did  object  reflect  light  on  the  clouds  

What  is  your  occupatioh  Jet  Pilot 

Any  details  that  cannot  be  fully  e:cplained  by  the  above  questions.  

Description  of  object  Is  based  on  observer's  experience  with  F-84*s  in 

fllvht.  Sneed  of  observer^e  plane  indicated  air  soaed  180  which 
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